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(54) Title: ADJUSTABLE BACK SCRUBBER CUM MASSAGER 
(57) Abstract 

A back scrubber cum massager device adopted to be removably secured to 
a vertical surface (15). The device includes a base member (10) of elastomeric 
material with a plurality of suction type securing devices (11). The devices 
are affixed to the hind side of the base member. The device also includes a 
removably fitted scrubber element (12) to cover the front of the base member. 
The device is used in bathrooms as a bathroom accessory. Various types of 
scrubber elements are disclosed. 
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ADJUSTABLE BACK SCRUBBER CUM MASSAGER 

In this modern age, we still do not have an effective and 
efficient means to clean, scrub and massage our backs. It is 
difficult for a person to reach the area between the shoulder 
blades and other portions of the back with his or her hands. 
Brushes with long handles and long straps for drawing back-and 
forth are available but they can only treat a small area at the 
time and requires certain amount of skill. Various back 
scrubbers have been patented before. Examples include US Patent 
numbers 3791746, 3875604, 4020519, 4053960, 4704756, 4817227, 
5105484, 5179755. These devices suffer from one or a 

combinations of the following disadvantages:- not adjustable; 
not portable or movable; rigidity of supporting plate; fixed 
scrubbing element that is not interchangeable; no massaging 
effect; and poor sanitary maintenance. 

OBJECTIVE OF INVENTION 

Against the foregoing background, it is the object of this 
invention to provide scrubbing cum massaging device that is 
easily adjustable and mounted in a desired position on a vertical 
wall or rigid support to suit persons of various heights. It is 
another object of the invention to provide a scrubber cum 
massager device that is easily portable and movable from place to 
place. Yet another object of the invention to provide a scrubber 
cum massager device that has a soft non-absorbent base member or 
plate so that it can yield and conform easily to the average 
human back and at the same time do not absorb water and dirt like 
a sponge. 
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Still vet another object of the invention to provide scrubber cum 
massager device that has a scrubber element easily removed for 
washing and fixed back for use. It is another object of the 
invention to provide a scrubber cum massager device that massages 
the back simultaneous to the scrubbing action. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Figure 1 shows a vertical cross sectional view of the device 
mounted onto a wall surface. 

Figure 2a, 2b , and 2c show horizontal sectional views of the main 
embodiments of the device shown in Fig 1. 

Figure 3 shows a rear plan view of the device shown in Fig 1. 

Figure 4a shows a front view of the device with a scrubber 
element amounted thereon. 

Figure 4b shows a front view of the base member without a 
scrubber element. 

Figure 4c shows a side sectional view of a base member. 
Figure 5 shows a back view of a scrubber element. 
Figure 6 shows a side view of the device in use. 

Figure 7 shows perspective view of another embodiment of the 
device . 

Figure 8 shows a sectional view along line A-A in Fig 7. 
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With references to Figures 1 to 6 , the adjustable back scrubber 
cum massager device comprises of a base member 10 of rubber of 
plastic that is soft and non-absorbent. A suitable and preferred 
material is ethylene vinyl acetate (EVA). The softness, besides 
providing comfort, also malleably yields to pressure and conforms 
to the contours of the human back when the user's back presses 
the base member against a rigid support such as a wall 15 shown 
in Fig 6. The base member may have thickness of 0.5 to 4.5 cm 
and length and breadth to suit the average human back. The rear 
of the base member 13 is flat whereas the front of the said 
member 14 could be flat or convex. The non-absorbent base member 
enables easy sanitary maintenance as it do not absorb water or 
dirt like a sponge. The base member 10 could be rectangular, 
square, oval or any other shape. 

To the back portion 13 of the base member is affixed a plurality 
of elastic suction cups 11 that are removably secured to a rigid 
support such as a bath or shower wall 15. Such suction devices 
11 permit easy adjustability to suit the height of an individual. 
In addition, such suction device makes the scrubber highly 
portable as it could be affixed to any flat surface anywhere 
without the necessity of other fixtures or parts. Rotation is 
also made possible and the scrubber cum massager device could be 
affixed to the wall vertically, horizontally or at an angle. 
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Fig 2 shows two embodiments of the horizontal cross-sectional 
view. In one embodiment, the front surface 14 is flat and in 
another embodiment, the said surface 14 in cross-sectional view 
along the longitudinal central axis of the device is convex. 

The convex curvature enables the device to scrub the "sunken" 
portions of our backs more effectively and efficiently. The 
convex curvature is attained by either making the base member 10 
gradually thicker towards the vertical central longitudinal axis 
from the sides of the base member 10. (Fig. 2b) or making the 
electric sunken gradually longer as they approach the vertical 
central axis from the sides of the base member 10 
(Fig. 2c) . 

Fig 3 shows the rear plan view of the base member 10. A 
plurality of suction devices 11 is affixed to the rear portion 13 
of the base member 10. In one embodiment, such suction device 
comprises of a rubber or soft plastic mat 20 that has a number of 
elastic suction cups 11. In another embodiment, elastic cups are 
affixed individually to the base member 10. 

In the embodiment shown in Fig 3, either the male or female part 
of a strip of Velcro 16 is adhered to the edges of the rear 
portion 13 of the base member 10 ("Velcro" is a trademark). 
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The Velcro strip 16 enables the scrubber element to be stretched 
easily and tightly over the front 14 of the base member 10. It 
also permits easy removal for washing and sanitary reasons. In 
other embodiments, the Velcro strip could be affixed to the sides 
17 or edges of the front surface 18 of the base member 10. 

Fig. 4a. shows the front surface 14 of the base member 10 with 
the front surface of the scrubber element 12a. The scrubber 
element could be a towel, wash cloth or any textile fabric or 
fibre that serves to scrub and clean our skin. Such scrubber 
element is stretch over the front portion 14 of the base member 
10. 

Fig 4b shows the front 14 of the base member 10 without the 
scrubber element. The front surface is of such design and 
texture that it is slightly abrasive and provides a massaging 
effect. The surfaces consists of ridges or protuberances 21 with 
grooves 22 in between, the surface designs of which could be 
regular or irregular. The ridges, protuberances or designs on 
the surface are such that the device could be used with or 
without a scrubber element. However, for the device to be used 
without the scrubber element, it is preferred that the grooves 
are made deeper and wider to enhance the scrubbing and massaging 
effect. 
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Fig 4c shows a cross-sectional view of the front portion 14, The 
embodiment shown consists of regular ridges 21 and grooves 22. 
Other designs and embodiments such as a "scratchy" surface are 
possible . 

Fig 5 shows the back view of the scrubber element 12b. Four 
strips Veldro 16a are attached at the edges of the scrubber 
element. When stretched over the front portion 14 of the base 
member 10, the attached Velcro strip 16a would mate with the 
Velcro affixed 16 at the back portion 13 of the base member 10. 
In other embodiments , the scrubber element could also be remova- 
bly secured in place by means of elastic bands, zip or end- 
pockets . 

Fig 7 shows another embodiment of a scrubber and massaging 
device. In this embodiment the scrubber element (20) is of 
elastomeric material with an abrasive exposed surface. The 
scrubber element is preferably glued onto the upper surface of 
the base member. To provide a convex surface of the scrubber 
element, suitable filler material (22) can be placed between the 
base member and scrubber element (Fig 8). Alternatively the base 
member or the scrubber element can be configured to provide the 
convex shape. 

Fig 6 shows the adjustable scrubber cum massager in use. Water 
is first sprayed on the scrubber element 12 and then soap or body 
shampoo is applied. 
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The user should wet his or her back and then lean back on the 
device. Moving the back in an up-and down or side-to-side motion 
enables scrubbing and massaging to .be effected simultaneously 
over a wide area of the user's back. Usage is similar for de- 
signs and embodiments that do not use the scrubber element. 

Although the invention has been described by references to some 
embodiments, it is not intended that the adjustable scrubber cum 
massager be limited thereby, but that certain modifications 
thereof are intended to be included as falling within the broad 
spirit and scope of the foregoing disclosure and the appended 
claims . 
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CLAIMS 

1. A back scrubber cum massager device adapted to be removably 

secured to a vertical surface, said device comprising in 
combination: a base member (10) of elastomeric material 
with a pluratity of suction type securing devices (11) 
affixed to the hind side of the said base member; and a 
scrubber element (12) removably fitted to cover the front of 
the base member, 

2. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein the base member (10) is of non-water-absorbent 
material . 

3. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claims 1 

and 2 wherein the front of the base member is configured to 
provide a flat or substantially convex surface, 

4. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 3, 

wherein the base member in cross-sectional view along the 
longitudinal central axis of the device is substantial 
convex. 

5. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein the suction type securing devices are of elastomeric 
suction cups (11) . 
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6. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 5 
wherein the lengths ' of the trunk of the suction cup is of 
discrete length, increasing in value from the sides of the 
base member towards the central longitudinal axis, 

7. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claims 1 

and 2 wherein the front (14) of the base member includes a 
plurality of grooves and ridges (18) . 

8. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claims 1 

and 2 wherein the elastomeric material is ethylene vinyl 
acetate (EVA) . 

9. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein the scrubber element (12) is tight fittingly and 
removably covered over the front surface of the base member. 

10. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 9 
wherein the scrubber element is a piece of towel, wash 
cloth, textile fabric or fibre or other flexible material of 
fairly abrasive surface texture. 

11. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein the scrubber element is removably attached to the 
base member by either by means of VELCRO strips (16) elastic 
bands, zips or end-pockets. 



WO 95/27469 



10 



PCT/SG95/00004 



12. A back scrubber cum massager device adopted to be removably 
secured to a vertical surface (15) said device comprising in 
combination; 

a base member (10) of elastomeric material with a 
plurality of suction type securing devices (11) 
affixed to the hind-side of the said base member and 

a scrubber element securely fixed to cover the front 
of the base member. 

13. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claim 12 
wherein the scrubber element (20) is of non-absorbent 
elastomeric material and whose exposed surface is abrasive. 

14. A back scrubber cum massager device as claimed in Claims 13 
wherein the exposed surface of the scrubber element in 
cross-sectional view along the longitudinal central axis of 
the device is substantially convex. 
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